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to rapid rearmament. This was at home. In the field of
foreign politics there was a ten-year non-aggression pact
with Poland which represented a relief to the eastern
frontier.
Hindenburg*s Successor?
A growing uncertainty was now abroad because President
von Hindenburg began to sink, and in the early summer of
1934 it was already clear that the old man, now over eighty-
six, had only a few weeks to live. So serious were the signs
of decay in his intellectual faculties that one could hardly
expect real decisions from him. The question of the
succession was an open problem, for in view of the Reichs-
wehr's attitude and the difficulties with the S.A., neither
Hitler's candidature for the presidency, nor indeed that of
any other National Socialist, could by any means be regarded
as a foregone conclusion.
This provided a subject for speculation for Papen and his
circle. They were forced to admit that it was no easy matter
to put Papen in Hitler's place as Chancellor, for National
Socialism had already settled down there too well. But
there was a chance that he could be placed in the President's
seat in succession to Hindenburg. First, it was known that
Hindenburg had always had a soft spot for Papen, and would
certainly be pleased to know that a man of his choice was
to be at the head of affairs in Germany after his death.
Secondly, the Reichswehr would be more tolerant of Papen
than they would of a National Socialist President. Thirdly,
Catholic Action backed him, and, fourthly and lastly, in
spite of his mistakes and the weaknesses which were apparent
in his character the middle class and the conservatives
would rather see him President than they would perhaps
Hitler or Goering. c Unter Blindm ist der Eindugige Konig'
(Among the blind a one-eyed man is King) runs a German
proverb. And in that gallery of criminals, so blindly
National Socialist, Papen after all still had his one eye.
Besides Papen there was another who had tasted power,
and now laid claim to the succession : and he was Hitler's